
István Hahn was born on 28th March 1913 in Budapest. In 1935 he 
graduated as a teacher of History, Latin, and Ancient Greek from the 
University of Budapest. He received his degree as a rabbi at the 
Institute of Jewish Studies in 1937, and as a teacher of Russian 
language at the University of Budapest in 1953. He became a 
candidate of history (PhD) in 1958 and the doctor of history (DSc) in 
1972. He was appointed a corresponding member of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences in 1979 and he became a full member in 1982. 

From 1979 he was the co-president of the Hungarian Society of 
Classical Studies.  

In 1970 he received the award of the Hungarian Academy. 

Between 1937 and 1942 he was a subordinate teacher at the 
department of education in the Israelite Community of Pest. Between 
1942 and 1948 he was a teacher at the Institute of Jewish Studies. In 
1948–1949 he was acting headmaster of Goldziher Ignác Secondary 
School in Budapest. In 1949–1951 he was deputy head of Fazekas 
Mihály Secondary School in Budapest. In 1952–1955 he was the 
teacher of the Zalka Máté Specialized Matriculation College, and he 
also became the assistant professor and later associate professor of the 
University College of Pedagogy in Budapest. In 1955–1957 he was 
the head of the Department of History in the University College of 
Pedagogy in Eger. In 1957–1959 he was an assistant professor at the 
Department of Ancient History in the University of Budapest, in 
1959–1962 he became an associate professor. Between 1963 and 1983 
he was professor and head of the Department of Ancient Greco-
Roman History. 

His main research field was ancient Greek and Roman history and 
religion. He thoroughly studied Greek proprietorship in the 
Mycenaean and the Homeric age, the forms of land-owning in the 
Near East, the problems of urbanization, and the late antique forms of 
dependant farmers. He investigated the development of ancient 
warfare and the works of historiographers, especially of Appian. He 
was the president of the editorial board of Oikumene, a yearbook in 
ancient history. 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 


